AoC Resource
Save the 16+ Oyster Card
Template letters for colleges to send to their local MPs – FOR 30 JUNE 2020
Dear members,
Please write to all of your local MPs in constituencies where you deliver or recruit from.
By clicking on the constituency name in the below table of contents, you will get a draft letter that you are welcome to adapt to your own words and put on your letterhead. Each letter is customised to the constituency, including the current student data, so you will need to find each constituency rather than just retitle the letter.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please send this letter ideally on Tuesday 30 June. You can also ask your MP, in the body of your email, to show their support by tweeting or providing supportive commentary in the outlets available to them.
Some suggested tweets and social media graphics are attached and are also available on the London colleges website which will make it more likely that they will participate.
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If you have any further questions on this, please contact Mary, Shreya or Nikki at aoclondon@aoc.co.uk or the comms team at comms@aoc.co.uk.

List of letters included in this document 
(Ctrl + click on constituency to follow link to letter)

Member for Barking
Member for Battersea
Member for Beckenham
Member for Bermondsey and Old Southwark
Member for Bethnal Green and Bow
Member for Bexleyheath and Crayford
Member for Brent Central
Member for Brent North
Member for Brentford and Isleworth
Member for Bromley and Chislehurst
Member for Camberwell and Peckham
Member for Carshalton and Wallington
Member for Chelsea and Fulham
Member for Chingford and Woodford Green
Member for Chipping Barnet
Member for Cities of London and Westminster
Member for Croydon Central
Member for Croydon North
Member for Croydon South
Member for Dagenham and Rainham
Member for Dulwich and West Norwood
Member for Ealing Central and Acton
Member for Ealing North
Member for Ealing, Southall
Member for East Ham
Member for Edmonton
Member for Eltham
Member for Enfield North
Member for Enfield, Southgate
Member for Erith and Thamesmead
Member for Feltham and Heston
Member for Finchley and Golders Green
Member for Greenwich and Woolwich
Member for Hackney North and Stoke Newington
Member for Hackney South and Shoreditch
Member for Hammersmith
Member for Hampstead and Kilburn
Member for Harrow East
Member for Harrow West
Member for Hayes and Harlington
Member for Hendon
Member for Holborn and St Pancras
Member for Hornchurch and Upminster
Member for Hornsey and Wood Green
Member for Ilford North
Member for Ilford South
Member for Islington North
Member for Islington South and Finsbury
Member for Kensington
Member for Kingston and Surbiton
Member for Lewisham East
Member for Lewisham West and Penge
Member for Lewisham, Deptford
Member for Leyton and Wanstead
Member for Mitcham and Morden
Member for Old Bexley and Sidcup
Member for Orpington
Member for Poplar and Limehouse
Member for Putney
Member for Richmond Park
Member for Romford
Member for Ruislip, Northwood and Pinner
Member for Streatham
Member for Sutton and Cheam
Member for Tooting
Member for Tottenham
Member for Twickenham
Member for Uxbridge and South Ruislip
Member for Vauxhall
Member for Walthamstow
Member for West Ham
Member for Westminster North
Member for Wimbledon


[bookmark: _Toc44339306]Rt Hon Dame Margaret Hodge MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339307]Member for Barking
Sent via: hodgem@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Dame Margaret

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Barking, there are currently 2570 16 to 18-year-olds and 850 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name
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The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339308]Marsha De Cordova MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339309]Member for Battersea
Sent via: marsha.decordova.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms de Cordova

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Battersea, there are currently 550 16 to 18-year-olds and 470 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339310]Bob Stewart MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339311]Member for Beckenham
Sent via: bob.stewart.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Stewart

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Beckenham, there are currently 650 16 to 18-year-olds and 450 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339312]Neil Coyle MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339313]Member for Bermondsey and Old Southwark
Sent via: neil.coyle.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Coyle

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Bermondsey and Old Southwark, there are currently 1280 16 to 18-year-olds and 680 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339314]Rushanara Ali MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339315]Member for Bethnal Green and Bow
Sent via: rushanara.ali.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Ali

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Bethnal Green and Bow, there are currently 1330 16 to 18-year-olds and 680 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339316]Rt Hon Sir David Evennett MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339317]Member for Bexleyheath and Crayford
Sent via: david.evennett.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Evennett

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Bexleyheath and Crayford, there are currently 1330 16 to 18-year-olds and 710 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339318]Dawn Butler MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339319]Member for Brent Central
Sent via: dawn.butler.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Butler

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Brent Central, there are currently 2060 16 to 18-year-olds and 650 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339320]Barry Gardiner MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339321]Member for Brent North
Sent via: gardinerb@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Gardiner

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Brent North, there are currently 1870 16 to 18-year-olds and 590 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339322]Ruth Cadbury MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339323]Member for Brentford and Isleworth
Sent via: ruthcadburymp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Cadbury

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Brentford and Isleworth, there are currently 1210 16 to 18-year-olds and 580 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339324]Sir Robert Neill MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339325]Member for Bromley and Chislehurst
Sent via: bob.neill.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Sir Robert

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Bromley and Chislehurst, there are currently 800 16 to 18-year-olds and 470 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339326]Rt Hon Harriet Harman QC MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339327]Member for Camberwell and Peckham
Sent via: harriet.harman.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Harman

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Camberwell and Peckham, there are currently 1630 16 to 18-year-olds and 630 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339328]Elliot Colburn MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339329]Member for Carshalton and Wallington
Sent via: elliot.colburn.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Colburn

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Carshalton and Wallington, there are currently 1080 16 to 18-year-olds and 620 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339330]Rt Hon Greg Hands MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339331]Member for Chelsea and Fulham
Sent via: handsg@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Hands

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Chelsea and Fulham, there are currently 280 16 to 18-year-olds and 250 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339332]Rt Hon Sir Iain Duncan Smith MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339333]Member for Chingford and Woodford Green
Sent via: Iain.duncansmith.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Sir Iain

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Chingford and Woodford Green, there are currently 140 16 to 18-year-olds and 510 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339334]Rt Hon Theresa Villiers MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339335]Member for Chipping Barnet
Sent via: theresa@theresavilliers.co.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Villiers

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Chipping Barnet, there are currently 1250 16 to 18-year-olds and 380 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339336]Nickie Aiken MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339337]Member for Cities of London and Westminster
Sent via: nickie.aiken.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Aiken

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Cities of London and Westminster, there are currently 30 16 to 18-year-olds and 460 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339338]Sarah Jones MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339339]Member for Croydon Central
Sent via: sarah.jones.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Jones

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Croydon Central, there are currently 1730 16 to 18-year-olds and 750 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339340]Steve Reed MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339341]Member for Croydon North
Sent via: steve.reed.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Reed

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Croydon North, there are currently 2170 16 to 18-year-olds and 780 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339342]Chris Philp MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339343]Member for Croydon South
Sent via: chris.philp.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Philp

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Croydon South, there are currently 1610 16 to 18-year-olds and 640 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339344]Jon Cruddas MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339345]Member for Dagenham and Rainham
Sent via: cruddasj@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Cruddas

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Dagenham and Rainham, there are currently 1160 16 to 18-year-olds and 750 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339346]Helen Hayes MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339347]Member for Dulwich and West Norwood
Sent via: helen.hayes.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Hayes

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Dulwich and West Norwood, there are currently 890 16 to 18-year-olds and 460 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339348]Dr Rupa Huq MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339349]Member for Ealing Central and Acton
Sent via: rupa.huq.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Dr Huq

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Ealing Central and Acton, there are currently 880 16 to 18-year-olds and 440 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339350]James Murray MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339351]Member for Ealing North
Sent via: james.murray.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Murray

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Ealing North, there are currently 1560 16 to 18-year-olds and 580 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339352]Mr Virendra Sharma MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339353]Member for Ealing, Southall
Sent via: sharmav@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Sharma

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Ealing, Southall, there are currently 1240 16 to 18-year-olds and 480 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339354]Rt Hon Stephen Timms MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339355]Member for East Ham
Sent via: timmss@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Timms

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in East Ham, there are currently 3240 16 to 18-year-olds and 780 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339356]Kate Osamor MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339357]Member for Edmonton
Sent via: kate.osamor.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Osamor

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Edmonton, there are currently 2110 16 to 18-year-olds and 580 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339358]Clive Efford MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339359]Member for Eltham
Sent via: effordc@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Efford

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Eltham, there are currently 1040 16 to 18-year-olds and 560 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339360]Feryal Clark MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339361]Member for Enfield North
Sent via: feryal.clark.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Clark

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Enfield North, there are currently 1700 16 to 18-year-olds and 590 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339362]Bambos Charalambous MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339363]Member for Enfield, Southgate
Sent via: bambos.charalambous.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Charalambous

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Enfield, Southgate, there are currently 1000 16 to 18-year-olds and 410 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339364]Abena Oppong-Asare MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339365]Member for Erith and Thamesmead
Sent via: abena.oppongasare.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Oppong-Asare

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Erith and Thamesmead, there are currently 960 16 to 18-year-olds and 790 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339366]Seema Malhotra MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339367]Member for Feltham and Heston
Sent via: seema.malhotra.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Malhotra

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Feltham and Heston, there are currently 1970 16 to 18-year-olds and 760 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339368]Mike Freer MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339369]Member for Finchley and Golders Green
Sent via: mike.freer.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Freer

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Finchley and Golders Green, there are currently 930 16 to 18-year-olds and 370 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339370]Matthew Pennycook MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339371]Member for Greenwich and Woolwich
Sent via: matthew.pennycook.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Pennycook

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Greenwich and Woolwich, there are currently 1170 16 to 18-year-olds and 600 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339372]Rt Hon Diane Abbott MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339373]Member for Hackney North and Stoke Newington
Sent via: diane.abbott.office@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Abbott

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Hackney North and Stoke Newington, there are currently 1680 16 to 18-year-olds and 560 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339374]Meg Hillier MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339375]Member for Hackney South and Shoreditch
Sent via: meghilliermp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Hillier

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Hackney South and Shoreditch, there are currently 1510 16 to 18-year-olds and 720 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339376]Andy Slaughter MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339377]Member for Hammersmith
Sent via: slaughtera@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Slaughter

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Hammersmith, there are currently 850 16 to 18-year-olds and 520 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339378]Tulip Siddiq MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339379]Member for Hampstead and Kilburn
Sent via: tulip.siddiq.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Siddiq

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Hampstead and Kilburn, there are currently 370 16 to 18-year-olds and 350 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339380]Bob Blackman MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339381]Member for Harrow East
Sent via: bob.blackman.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Blackman

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Harrow East, there are currently 1430 16 to 18-year-olds and 420 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339382]Gareth Thomas MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339383]Member for Harrow West
Sent via: gareth.thomas.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Thomas

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Harrow West, there are currently 1470 16 to 18-year-olds and 470 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339384]Rt Hon John McDonnell MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339385]Member for Hayes and Harlington
Sent via: mcdonnellj@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr McDonnell

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Hayes and Harlington, there are currently 1740 16 to 18-year-olds and 690 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339386]Dr Matthew Offord MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339387]Member for Hendon
Sent via: matthew.offord.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Dr Offord

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Hendon, there are currently 1340 16 to 18-year-olds and 530 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339388]Rt Hon Keir Starmer MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339389]Member for Holborn and St Pancras
Sent via: keir.starmer.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Starmer

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Holborn and St Pancras, there are currently 1210 16 to 18-year-olds and 510 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339390]Julia Lopez MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339391]Member for Hornchurch and Upminster
Sent via: julia.lopez.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Lopez

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Hornchurch and Upminster, there are currently 1890 16 to 18-year-olds and 770 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339392]Catherine West MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339393]Member for Hornsey and Wood Green
Sent via: catherine.west.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms West

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Hornsey and Wood Green, there are currently 1230 16 to 18-year-olds and 400 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339394]Wes Streeting MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339395]Member for Ilford North
Sent via: wes.streeting.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Streeting

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Ilford North, there are currently 1070 16 to 18-year-olds and 530 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339396]Sam Tarry MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339397]Member for Ilford South
Sent via: sam.tarry.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Tarry

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Ilford South, there are currently 1590 16 to 18-year-olds and 710 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339398]Rt Hon Jeremy Corbyn MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339399]Member for Islington North
Sent via: jeremy.corbyn.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Corbyn

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Islington North, there are currently 1080 16 to 18-year-olds and 470 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339400]Rt Hon Emily Thornberry MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339401]Member for Islington South and Finsbury
Sent via: thornberrye@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Thornberry

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Islington South and Finsbury, there are currently 1040 16 to 18-year-olds and 450 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339402]Felicity Buchan MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339403]Member for Kensington
Sent via: felicity.buchan.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Buchan

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Kensington, there are currently 520 16 to 18-year-olds and 260 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339404]Rt Hon Sir Edward Davey MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339405]Member for Kingston and Surbiton
Sent via: edward.davey.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Sir Edward

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Kingston and Surbiton, there are currently 1140 16 to 18-year-olds and 560 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339406]Janet Daby MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339407]Member for Lewisham East
Sent via: janet.daby.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Daby

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Lewisham East, there are currently 1440 16 to 18-year-olds and 610 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339408]Ellie Reeves MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339409]Member for Lewisham West and Penge
Sent via: ellie.reeves.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Reeves

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Lewisham West and Penge, there are currently 350 16 to 18-year-olds and 550 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339410]Vicky Foxcroft MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339411]Member for Lewisham, Deptford
Sent via: vicky.foxcroft.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Foxcroft

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Lewisham, Deptford, there are currently 1420 16 to 18-year-olds and 650 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339412]John Cryer MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339413]Member for Leyton and Wanstead
Sent via: john.cryer.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Cryer

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Leyton and Wanstead, there are currently 170 16 to 18-year-olds and 490 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339414]Siobhain McDonagh MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339415]Member for Mitcham and Morden
Sent via: mcdonaghs@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms McDonagh

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Mitcham and Morden, there are currently 1300 16 to 18-year-olds and 530 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339416]Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339417]Member for Old Bexley and Sidcup
Sent via: james.brokenshire.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Brokenshire

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Old Bexley and Sidcup, there are currently 1050 16 to 18-year-olds and 630 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339418]Gareth Bacon MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339419]Member for Orpington
Sent via: gareth.bacon.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Bacon

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Orpington, there are currently 880 16 to 18-year-olds and 500 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339420]Apsana Begum MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339421]Member for Poplar and Limehouse
Sent via: apsana.begum.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Begum

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Poplar and Limehouse, there are currently 1730 16 to 18-year-olds and 880 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339422]Fleur Anderson MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339423]Member for Putney
Sent via: fleur.anderson.mp@parliament.uk
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Dear Ms Anderson

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Putney, there are currently 570 16 to 18-year-olds and 360 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339424]Sarah Olney MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339425]Member for Richmond Park
Sent via: sarah.olney.mp@parliament.uk
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Dear Ms Olney

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Richmond Park, there are currently 360 16 to 18-year-olds and 310 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339426]Andrew Rosindell MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339427]Member for Romford
Sent via: andrew.rosindell.mp@parliament.uk
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Dear Mr Rosindell

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Romford, there are currently 1720 16 to 18-year-olds and 680 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339428]David Simmonds MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339429]Member for Ruislip, Northwood and Pinner
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Dear Mr Simmonds

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Ruislip, Northwood and Pinner, there are currently 270 16 to 18-year-olds and 400 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339430]Bell Ribeiro-Addy MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339431]Member for Streatham
Sent via: bell.ribeiroaddy.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Ribeiro-Addy

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Streatham, there are currently 1070 16 to 18-year-olds and 530 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339432]Paul Scully MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339433]Member for Sutton and Cheam
Sent via: paul.scully.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Scully

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Sutton and Cheam, there are currently 860 16 to 18-year-olds and 550 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339434]Dr Rosena Allin-Khan MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339435]Member for Tooting
Sent via: rosena.allinkhan.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Dr Allin-Khan

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Tooting, there are currently 590 16 to 18-year-olds and 410 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339436]Rt Hon David Lammy MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339437]Member for Tottenham
Sent via: lammyd@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Lammy

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Tottenham, there are currently 2580 16 to 18-year-olds and 620 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339438]Munira Wilson MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339439]Member for Twickenham
Sent via: munira.wilson.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Wilson

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Twickenham, there are currently 1190 16 to 18-year-olds and 400 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339440]Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339441]Member for Uxbridge and South Ruislip
Sent via: boris.johnson.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Johnson

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Uxbridge and South Ruislip, there are currently 1280 16 to 18-year-olds and 630 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339442]Florence Eshalomi MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339443]Member for Vauxhall
Sent via: florence.eshalomi.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Eshalomi

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Vauxhall, there are currently 1150 16 to 18-year-olds and 590 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339444]Stella Creasy MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339445]Member for Walthamstow
Sent via: stella.creasy.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Dr Creasy

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Walthamstow, there are currently 1990 16 to 18-year-olds and 560 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339446]Ms Lyn Brown MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339447]Member for West Ham
Sent via: brownl@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Brown

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in West Ham, there are currently 3110 16 to 18-year-olds and 1050 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339448]Ms Karen Buck MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339449]Member for Westminster North
Sent via: buckk@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Ms Buck

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Westminster North, there are currently 690 16 to 18-year-olds and 310 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
[bookmark: _Toc44339450]Stephen Hammond MP
[bookmark: _Toc44339451]Member for Wimbledon
Sent via: stephen.hammond.mp@parliament.uk

30 June 2020






Dear Mr Hammond

Proposed Removal of Travel Subsidies for Young People

I am writing because I hope you share our concern about the impact of the proposed suspension of free travel for under 18-year olds.

We understand that the Department for Transport has agreed with Transport for London (TfL) a plan to suspend the subsidy for under 18-year-olds, citing it is a London-specific investment and that young people should lead the way in reducing transport usage in the wake of COVID-19.  We know Local Authorities are working to represent the interests of young schoolchildren (under-16) impacted by this proposal.  Our concern is for those aged 16 years and over and how this decision will affect their continuing education and training.  There are over 90,000 young people in school sixth forms and 78,000 in colleges across the capital, all working to make London a more highly skilled and prosperous city.  Just living in Wimbledon, there are currently 540 16 to 18-year-olds and 310 apprentices who commenced their apprenticeship in 2018-19.  I am deeply concerned about how the impact of the removal of this subsidy will affect these young people and those we plan to work with in the future.

Across London colleges, two thirds of college students are BAME and most students are disadvantaged; educationally, socially or economically. Almost a quarter of our young students are eligible for free school meals (households earning a maximum income of £7,400 a year after tax). Travel has never before been a barrier to young people’s participation in further education opportunities, but this decision makes it so.

93% of London College students aged 16 to 19 travelled between 2-6 miles (straight line) in 2019-20 to access their college. Young people choose their college for many reasons.  Many young people travel further distances to come to our college in order to take advantage of our vocational specialisms and reputation.  Others take their post-16 education as an opportunity to reinvent themselves; to get away from a poor educational history, behavioural issues or gang affiliations.  

Our college’s reopening plans include minimising travel on public transport.  Most colleges have already put together a package of measures to deliver responsible learning access, including prioritising learners, staggered opening hours, plans for cycling support and reduced cohorts of students.  For all, the commitment to working and learning from home, where you can, is an overriding factor.  At the start of lockdown, we like other colleges in London turned overnight to an on-line teaching and learning model at the start of lockdown and anticipate retaining a significant volume of blended learning into the future.

To protect the most disadvantaged students and apprentices from being negatively impacted by this decision, we are asking that the specific 16+ Oyster card is retained for subsidised travel.

I am sorry to be writing to seek your support again so soon after my letter on the Association of College’s plan; REBUILD, a skills led recovery, but I hope you will appreciate the significant consequences for our students, your residents, of the proposed removal of travel subsidies.

Yours sincerely





Principal/CEO Name









The Association of Colleges (AoC) represents all Further Education colleges in London
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